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Highlights
'Policy support for productivity vs. sustainability in EU agriculture’: Study presentation

Ms Annalisa Zezza and Mr Roberto Henke, from the Council of
Agricultural Research and Economics of Italy, will present on
3 May, after the votes, a study requested by the Committee on
'Policy support for productivity vs. sustainability in EU
agriculture: Towards viable farming and green growth’. This
study presents the productivity trends in the last decades
through case studies and policy analysis. It provides for a
normative analysis of policy tools able to reconcile
productivity and sustainability requirements and also
proposes policy options to promote a resource-efficient,
productive, climate-friendly and resilient EU agricultural
sector.

Commission presentation on agricultural interbranch organisations in the EU

A Commission representative will present on 2 May a study
analysing the situation of agricultural interbranch
organisations in the EU. The study provides a comprehensive
overview of national legislation in this area, describes existing
organisations and examines their role in the food supply
chain. The study also analyses the functioning, benefits and
challenges of interbranch organisations.
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Commission presentation on the implementation of the ecological focus area

A Commission Representative will present on 2 May a report
on the implementation of the ecological focus area (EFA)
obligation under the green direct payment scheme
introduced under 2013 reform of the common agricultural
policy (CAP) with the aim to improve sustainable
management of natural resources. The findings of this report
suggest that the system put in place is relatively stable in
terms of how it is run as well as how farmers fulfil their
obligations. According to the report, the overall percentage of
declared EFAs on arable land is nearly double the 5 % required
at farm level. In the report the Commission proposes not to
increase the required percentage of EFAs but rather to focus
on their quality aspects such as specific conditions and
management requirements.

Work in progress
EU budget 2018: exchange of views with EP rapporteur

Members of the AGRI Committee will exchange views with
Mr Siegfried Muresan (EPP) who is the rapporteur in the BUDG
Committee for the general budget of the EU for 2018. As every
year, the rapporteur for the general budget pays a visit to the
specialised committees in order to discuss the priorities for
next year’s budget. The AGRI rapporteur for the 2018
budgetary procedure, Mr Tibor Szányi (S&D, HU), has
prepared a draft opinion on the mandate for the 2018
budgetary trilogue which is to be voted by the AGRI
Committee on 29-30 May. Agriculture represents
approximately 38% of the EU budget.

EU/Chile agreement on trade in organic products: draft AGRI opinion

Clara Eugenia Aguilera García (S&D, ES) will present her draft
opinion on the proposed Agreement between the EU and the
Republic of Chile on Trade in organic products, which
confirms a reciprocal recognition of the respective organic
production rules and control systems as regards certain
products. The AGRI rapporteur proposes to recommend that
Parliament give its consent to this proposal once a couple of
adjustments have been made.
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Votes
EU financial framework review ( ‘omnibus proposal’ ): AGRI opinion

Members will vote on the draft AGRI opinion on the
Commission proposal for the revision of the EU financial
framework which includes amendments to the four main CAP
regulations. Together with the amendments suggested in the
draft opinion, 505 amendments have been tabled. The
rapporteur, Albert Dess (EPP, DE) negotiated several
compromise amendments with a view to facilitating the vote.
All amendments concerning the CAP will be taken over in the
report of the lead committees (BUDG-CONT) which will be
subsequently voted in plenary.

EU’s greenhouse gas emissions reduction targets for 2021-2030: AGRI opinion

In total, 122 amendments have been tabled to the draft
opinion by Nicola Caputo (S&D, IT) on the so-called “Effort
sharing regulation” which is to set minimum contributions by
Member States as regards greenhouse gas emission
reductions for the period 2021- 2030. The rapporteur
negotiated 8 compromise amendments in order to facilitate
the vote.

Promoting cohesion and development in the EU outermost regions: AGRI opinion

61 amendments have been tabled to Ricardo Serrão Santos’
(S&D, PT) draft opinion on promoting cohesion and
development in the outermost regions. In the run-up to the
vote, 5 compromises were negotiated among political groups
with a view to easing the vote.

Next committee meeting
15 May 2017 (19.00 - 21.00) Strasbourg
29 May 2017 (15.00 - 18.30) Brussels
30 May 2017 (9.00 - 12.30) Brussels
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Meeting documents Minutes of previous meetings
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